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CONFIDENTIAL SAIGON 15272 

FOLLOWING MESSAGE SENT ACTION SAIGON FROM BIEN HOA AUGUST 22 
BEING REPEATED FOR YOUR INFO 

QUOTE BIEN HOA 432 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS, PINT, PFOR, VS 

SUBJECT: COMMUNISTS ARREST NEWSMEN ON HIGHWAY 13 

1. MR 3 SOURCE REPORTS THAT AT 1030 AUGUST 22 TWO SEDANS CARRYING 
FIVE FOREIGNERS (FOUR-MAN GERMAN TV CAMERA CREW AND FRENCH AFP 
REPORTER) AND THREE VIETNAMESE (TWO JOURNALISTS AND ONE INTERPRETER) 
CAME UP TO GVN CHECKPOINT ON NATIONAL HIGHWAY 13 SEVERAL KILOMETERS 
NORTH OF LAI KHA, BINH DUONG PROVINCE. NOT CLEAR WHETHER THEY 
REFUSED TO STOP AT CHECKPOINT, OR IGNORED GVN OFFICIALS' INSTRUC- 
TIONS TO TURN BACK, BUT THEY PROCEEDED NORTH INTO COMMUNIST 
OCCUPIED TERRITORY. 

2. INTERPRETER LATER RETURNED TO GVN-CONTROT J.F.D TERRITORY AND 
SAID TWO SEDANS HAD BEEN STOPPED BY COMMUNISTS ABOUT 10 KMS 
NORTH OF LAI KHE, AND REMAINING SEVEN PASSENGERS STILL BEING 
HELD WHILE HE HAD ESCAPED. INTERPRETER NOW HELD AT 5TH ARVN 
DIVISION POST IN LAI KHE AND WILL BE TURNED OVER TO NATIONAL 
POLICE FOR INTERROGATION. 

3. MR 3 SOURCE SAID GVN NOT CONCERNED ABOUT SAFETY OF 
FOREIGNERS AT THIS TIME. BUT WHEN THEY RETURN TO GVN CONTROL, 

GVN WILL CONFISCATE ANY FILMS AND DOCUMENTS THEY MIGHT HAVE 
ACQUIRED. 
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